Lieutenant Colonel George Eustace Ripley
Northamptonshire Regiment, 6th Battalion
Died on 16 October 1916 of wounds
sustained in Thiepval, France (age 52)
George Ripley moved with his wife to
Bury House in 1902.
He was a professional soldier and,
although he had reluctantly retired just
a few months previously, at the
outbreak of the First World War (aged
50), he applied to be reinstated and
was given command of the
Northamptonshire Regiment’s newly
created 6th Battalion in October 1914.
While leading the battalion in the
assault on Thiepval on 26 September
1916, a German shell exploded next to
him, shattering his right arm which had
to amputated at a base hospital. His
wife Violet went out to France to bring
her husband back to England but,
tragically, tetanus set in and he died of
heart failure in London just three
weeks later.
He is buried in Cottingham churchyard
and there is also a window in his
memory in St Sepulchre’s Church,
Northampton.
Twice mentioned in despatches, the
many testimonials made by officers
and men of the 6th Battalion showed
that he was held in great esteem and
affection.
Mrs Ripley outlived her children,
dying in 1973 at the age of 96.

Lt Col Ripley’s grandson,
George Burr, whose late mother
was born at Bury House on 29
September 1911, tells us:
“When my grandmother died, I
visited my grandfather’s grave as
I had always been charged by her
to scatter her ashes on his grave.
It took me ages to find it on a
desperately wet day blowing a
gale. Being a trifle upset, and not
thinking too brightly, I tried
scattering her ashes into the galea considerable amount went onto
and into me but she probably
wouldn’t have been unhappy at
that!"

Sources: www.cottinghamsoldiers.org.uk; George Burr

Private Samuel Booth

Gunner William Chambers

Northamptonshire Regiment,
7th Battalion

Royal Horse Artillery / Royal
Field Artillery

Killed in action, France
on 11October 1918 (age 21)

Died of wounds sustained in
Ypres on 12 July 1917 (age 30)

Samuel William Booth was born in
Middleton in 1897, the only son of
Thomas Edward Booth and his wife
Priscilla, nee Beadsworth
(Beesworth).

By April 1911, (Thomas) William
Chambers had enlisted in the Royal
Field Artillery as a gunner and, in
autumn 1914, married his bride
Nellie Tozeland.

Having fought on the Western Front
for three long years, he died in the
2nd Battle of Cambrai aged 21, less
than five weeks before the war
ended.

In 1917, his Brigade moved to
Ouderdom camp, south east of the
town of Poperinge in West Flanders,
Belgium. Poperinge, commonly
referred to as ‘Pops’ by British
soldiers was the centre of a large
concentration of troops and,
because of its military importance
close to the front line, the town was
frequently targeted by long range
German artillery.

Sergeant William Coles
Northamptonshire Regiment,
1st Battalion
Killed in action on the Western
Front on 15 May 1916 (age 35)
William Coles was born in 1881 and
lived with his parents on Corby
Road, Cottingham for much of his
childhood.
William first joined the army in
November 1899, following in both
his great grandfathers’ footsteps. He
was killed on the front line south of
Loos, where troops had largely been
engaged in mining and bombing
encounters, and raids across No
Man’s Land.

William died from wounds on
12 July, between the end of the
Battle of Messines and the start of
the Third Battle of Ypres.
The brigade war diary gives no
clues as to when or in what action
he was injured.
He is buried at Dickebusch New
Military Cemetery and it seems likely
he died in the trenches at
Poperinge, as the cemetery was
commonly used by ambulance units
on the front line.
Sources: www.cottinghamsoldiers.org.uk;
Annie Johnson

Private William Claypole
Northamptonshire Regiment,
6th Battalion
Died of wounds, Ypres, Belgium
on 15 November 1917 (age 29)
William Claypole was born in 1888, the
third son of John Claypole and his wife
Mary Ann (nee Tansley) who lived in
Blind Lane, close to Pinfold Bank.
William, who was a carrier, left for
France in January 1916, where his
battalion was involved in three of the
encounters during the Battle of the
Somme.
While attacking a series of trenches and
a sunken road known as 'Boom Ravine'
near the village of Miraumont, William
was injured and his name was listed in
the Roll of Honour printed in The Times
on 21 March 1917. Having returned to
active duty, his battalion was later
transferred to Ypres, Belgium where he
was mortally wounded in battle.
William was posthumously awarded two
medals (the British War medal and the
Victory medal). His wife Mary also
received a bronze Next of Kin War
Memorial plaque inscribed with his
name, along with a note from King
George V.

Sources: Alan Craxford, www.craxford-family.co.uk;
http://cottinghamsoldiers.org.uk; Janice Binley

Private George Crane

Private Ernest Crane

Leicestershire Regiment,
9th Battalion

Northamptonshire Regiment,
2nd Battalion

Killed in action, the Somme,
France on 30 July 1916 (age 20)

Killed in action, the Somme,
France on 4 March 1917 (age 19)

TWO SONS LOST.
Cottingham Family's Great Sacrifice
Mr William Crane, of Cottingham, has received official news that his
son, Private Ernest Crane has been killed in action. He was 19 years
of age and prior to enlisting in August of last year was employed by
Mr C Berry of Middleton. Another son, Private George Crane,
Leicester Regiment and later attached to the King’s Own Liverpool
Regiment, who joined up early in the War, was reported wounded
and missing on July 30th 1916, and has not been heard of since. He
was previously a footman in Leicester.
Source: Janice Binley

Private John Crane
Northamptonshire Regiment,
3rd Battalion
Died in military prison in
France, 18 March 1918 (age 32)
John Crane is one of our soldiers
who fought in the trenches but is
sadly not commemorated on the
village war memorial.
To say that John had a difficult
childhood is something of an
understatement.
He was one of six children born in
1885 to John Crane senior and
Alice Crane (nee West) and the
family lived in Church Street in what
appear to have been very poor
conditions, as the house was
declared unfit for human habitation
when John’s baby sister Frances
died suddenly aged 14 months.
His father was a violent man who
had been in and out of gaol for
various offences from a young age.
In 1896, Alice and the children were
committed to the Kettering Union
Workhouse.
After a few months, John (then
aged 10) and his three siblings
were among 28 children transferred
to the newly established Cottage
Home in Burton Latimer, the first of
its kind in Northamptonshire. Here,
they would receive more kindly
treatment and the opportunity for
adoption or learning a trade.

Burton Latimer Cottage Home

In 1900, John left the children’s
home to join the training ship HMS
Exmouth and served on a number
of training ships through to 1903,
some time after which he returned
to the village.
John volunteered for the Army and
served on the Western Front for
nine months. He was commended
for bravery but, on 13 March 2017,
deserted his post, having also gone
AWOL three months earlier.
He was initially sentenced to death
but this was commuted to a term in
the Les Attaques Military Prison
near Calais. It was here that he died
two years later from pneumonia and
pleurisy. His place of burial is
unrecorded and his name is not
included in the Commonwealth War
Grave Commission’s list.
We will remember him here today.
John was a cousin of Ernest and
George Crane, the two sons of
William Crane who both lost their
lives in the War (see previous
panel).

Source: Chris Blenkarn, http://cottinghamsoldiers.org.uk

Private Harry Dunkley
Gloucestershire Regiment,
14th Battalion
Killed in action, Western Front,
France on 11 April 1916 (age 25)
Harry Dunkley was born around
1890 to John Thomas, an estate
carpenter, and his wife Mary (nee
Tilley). In 1901, John and Mary
were living on Middleton Hill
having previously lived in Church
Street, Cottingham.
Mary was widowed in 1904 and
lived in the alms houses in East
Carlton for a while before moving
to Alum Rock, Birmingham.
It was here that Harry and his
elder brother John both enlisted
with the Royal Engineers, whose
duties included maintaining
railways, roads, water supplies,
bridges and transport,
telephones, signalling equipment,
guns and other weaponry.
Harry’s battalion landed in
Le Havre on 30 January 1916
and, by early February, was
concentrated east of St Omer.
It remained on the Western Front
for the rest of the War. Harry was
recorded killed in action on
11 April 1916.

The battalion was not engaged in a
major battle until July, so Harry must
have been one of those unfortunates
who lost their life in minor skirmishes
along the Somme or were picked off
by snipers. He is buried in the
Rue-du-Bacquerot cemetery.

Harry’s eldest brother John died three
months later while serving in
Mesopotamia.

Sources: Alan Craxford, www.craxford-family.co.uk; Chris Blenkarn, http://cottinghamsoldiers.org.uk

Sapper John Dunkley
Royal Engineers Reinforcements
Killed in Mesopatamia, Iraq on
3 July 1916 (age 30)
John Alfred Dunkley was born c1886.
In February 1916, his battalion
moved to Mesopotamia (Iraq), then
part of the Ottoman (Turkish) empire.
The British had occupied the oilfields
of Mesopotamia in 1914, taking
control of the pipeline near Basra.
They had then made a push to seize
the strategically important river
junction at Qurna.
Conditions for soldiers, especially
those like John who were
reinforcement troops, were brutal. In
summer the temperature in the
shade averaged 460C and heatstroke
was commonplace. The soldiers
were ill-equipped. There were few
tents and no mosquito nets to
provide shelter from flies, mosquitos
and vermin  and poor army rations
resulted in widespread dysentery and
scurvy.
In May 1916 there was an outbreak
of cholera. The number of deaths
caused by disease was huge.
Medical help was negligible, with
wounded and sick men forced to
spend up to two weeks at sea to get
to a hospital.
John died on 3 July 1916 and is
buried in Basra War Cemetery, one
of 2,551 casualties.
Sources: Alan Craxford, www.craxford-family.co.uk; Chris Blenkarn, www.cottinghamsoldiers.org.uk

Private Harry Fisher
Leicestershire Regiment, 2nd/4th
Battalion
Killed in action in France on
23 March 1918 (age 24)
Harry Fisher
(pictured here at
school in the early
1900s) was the
youngest of four
children born to
Solomon and Mary
Fisher of School
House, Middleton
in 1893.

Private Roland Ingram
Cheshire Regiment, 9th
Battalion
Died of diphtheria in France
on 27 March 1918 (age 20)
Born in 1897, Roland Ingram was
raised by his grandparents Jesse
and Mary Ann Ingram on
Cottingham High Street.

Roland became a carpenter and
enlisted with the Royal Engineers
aged 18. He later transferred to the
Cheshires and, in 1918, was to
see action on the Somme under
atrocious conditions. The whole
Harry, a postman, area had been reduced to a
had moved to Lubenham by the time
battered, boggy wilderness and
he enlisted. His battalion was
there was also a severe shortage
stationed in Ireland after the April 2016 of food rations.
Easter Uprising and, after a brief
return to England, landed in France in Roland was admitted to hospital
February 1917 and went straight to the with diphtheria on 27 March, two
days after the Battle of Bapaume,
front line south of the Somme.
and died the following day. It was a
Harry was killed on the last day of the common and often fatal illness in
Battle of St Quentin, which had begun the trenches. His record states that
in thick fog on 21 March 1918.
he died from ‘Illness contracted
while on military duty and is
Having no known grave, he is one of
considered to have been caused
35,000 Allied soldiers commemorated
by active Service conditions.’
on the Arras Memorial.
He is buried in the in the St. Polsur-Ternois cemetery
(pictured left) about
half way between
Bethune and Arras.

Source: Chris Blenkarn, http://cottinghamsoldiers.org.uk

Private George Goode Private Alfred Inchley
Lancashire Fusilliers,
15th Battalion

Northamptonshire Regiment,
2nd Battalion

Killed on the Somme, France
on 16 May 1918 (age 19)

Killed on the Western Front,
France on 28 Oct 1915 (age 24)

George Thomas Goode was born in
1898 and grew up in Middleton.
He was initially in the Bedfordshire
Regiment but transferred to the
15th Battalion (1st Salford Pals)
Lancashire Fusiliers.

Alfred William Inchley was born in
Main Street, Middleton in 1891.
Having enlisted in late December
1914, he landed in France on
25 August 1915 and went to the
Western Front where, on
25 September, the Battle of Loos
began.

On 5 April 1918, George fought as
part of the Third Army at the Battle of
the Ancre on the Somme. Morning
mist and heavy rain meant poor
visibility, shellfire went on all day, gas
was used extensively, but by the end
of day an initial German
breakthrough had been beaten back.
The Lancashire battalions were
particularly severely hit and the
British Official History quotes a total
of 177,739 allied troops killed,
wounded and missing in this battle.
George died of wounds six weeks
later on 16 May.

The regimental war diary for
28 September 1915 remarked that
the enemy was quiet, adding that
only six men had been killed that
morning. One of those six men was
Alfred William Inchley. He was
24 years old and had served on the
Western Front for just nine weeks
and a day.
The following is an extract from a
letter, written some weeks later, by
Annie Johnson’s grandfather Alfred
Bradshaw of Cottingham, to relatives
in London:
“The war does not get on so well as
we should like, Inchley had a son
killed a few weeks ago. Soon after
he listed he caught cold and was
very ill..... did not think he would
live. Dr Duke said he was not fit to go
but they don't take any notice of local
Doctors. It must be a sight now with
so many new recruits.”

Sources: www.cottinghamsoldiers.org.uk; Annie Johnson

Private George Lewin

Private Frederick Vye

Northamptonshire Regiment,
5th Battalion
Died of wounds in France on
9 December 1917 (age 31)

Queen’s (Royal West Surrey)
Regiment, 1st /24th Battalion

Private George Lewin, a bricklayer’s
labourer, volunteered for the
Northamptonshires in May 1915.
His battalion served on the Western
Front for the duration of the War and
George died of wounds sustained at
the Battle of Cambrai, at the casualty
clearing station in the village of
Tincourt.

Frederick James Vye was born in
Middleton in 1899, the fourth child
of farmworker John Thomas Vye
and his second wife Emma Alice
(nee Morley). He also had three
half siblings from his parents’ first
marriages.

John was awarded
the Victory Medal
and British War
Medal. His widow
Catherine did not
remarry and died in 1936.

Killed in the Somme, France on
22 August 1918 (age 19)

Frederick was killed in action
during the 2nd battle of the Somme.
He is commemorated on the Visen Artois Memorial which lists
more than 9,000 soldiers who have
no known grave.
He is also commemorated on the
family gravestone in the village
churchyard.

Extracts from 1891 Census

These two families were near
neighbours living in
‘Town’s End’ Middleton, a group
of around 12 cottages that must
have been tiny, as the Vyes lived
in only four rooms, and the
Lewins in just three.

Source: http://cottinghamsoldiers.org.uk

Private John Sanders

Private Leonard Stokes

Prince of Wales Leinster
Regiment (Royal Canadians),
2nd Battalion

East Surrey Regiment,
2nd Battalion

Killed on the Western Front,
France on 22 Nov 1916 (age 27)
John Sanders, an ironstone labourer,
moved to Cottingham from
Wilbarston when, we believe, he
married Edith West. John served on
the Western Front for the entire war
and was killed on action on
22 November 1916.

Private James Simpson
Northamptonshire Regiment,
6th Battalion
Killed in Arras, France
on 4 June 1917 (age 32)
James Simpson was one of seven
children born to Francis William
Simpson and his wife Annie of Mill
Road, Cottingham.
He enlisted as a volunteer in July
1915 and, in May/June 1917, fought
in the 3rd Battle of the Scarpe, part
of the Arras Offensive. James was
reported as
killed in action
and is buried in
the small
Rookery British
Cemetery,
Heninel.

Killed in Ypres, Belgium
on 29 March 1915 (age 17)
Middleton’s
Leonard Joseph
Stokes is the
youngest soldier
commemorated
on the village
War memorial.
He was only 17
when he was
killed by sniper
fire in the
trenches near Etaines.
The East Surrey Regiment had
sailed for France on 19 January
1915 and was quickly moved up
the line to the south of Ypres. In the
following five days’ heavy fighting,
the regiment lost more than 800 of
its 1,000 soldiers, some dying from
the effects of poison gas.
Reinforcements had to be swiftly
brought in and, given his youth, it’s
likely that Leonard was one of
these. Conscription had not yet
begun so he must have
volunteered.
On 18 March 1916, the battalion
marched to new billets in Etaines
where, 11 days later, Leonard was
one of four soldiers killed in the
trenches.
Source: www.cottinghamsoldiers.org.uk

Private George Timson
Northamptonshire Regiment /
Durham Light Infantry
Killed in action on the Somme,
France on 1 Nov 1916 (age 28)
A few months after his 16th birthday,
George William Timson enlisted into
the 4th (Territorial) Battalion,
Northamptonshire Regiment. He
gave his age as 17 years and one
month.
On 31 August 1916, he was
transferred to the 1/5 Battalion ‘A’
Company of the Durham Light
Infantry. In September, the battalion
was on the Somme fighting in the
Battle of Le Transloy Ridges, which
was the final offensive of the Battle
of Morval. This indecisive
engagement lasted from 1 October
to 5 November and resulted in the
Allies advancing a mere five miles.
The land they fought over had
become a quagmire after months of
bombardment and torrential rain and
was so appalling that the Australian
official historian Charles Bean
described it as the worst ever
known.

Lance Corporal
Edward Towndrow
Leicestershire Regiment
2nd Battalion
Killed in action in France on
13 March 1915 (age 34)
Edwin (also known
as Edward or Ted)
Towndrow was born
at Wilbarston in 1881
and, in October
1914, married
Frances Bamford of
Cottingham.
He re-enlisted the
following month and,
having previously served in the Army,
was given the rank of Lance
Corporal.
He was killed in action in France on
the last day of the Battle of Neuve
Chapelle, where the Allies sustained
very heavy losses. Of the 1,000 men
who attacked at Aubers Ridge, none
survived.

Following Le Transloy, British
casualties numbered 420,000 and
among them was George Timson,
killed in action after just 62 days
active service.
His body was never recovered and
he is commemorated on the
Thiepval Memorial (pictured right).

Source: www.cottinghamsoldiers.org.uk

Lance Corporal William Tansley
Leicestershire Regiment,
2nd Battalion
Killed in action in France on
13 March 1915 (age 24)
William was born in 1888 in
Cottingham to Amos Tansley and Lucy
West.
He enlisted at 18 and, on 3 October
1914, was appointed Lance Corporal
while at sea going to France.
On 9 November 1914 he was wounded
in action in the field and admitted to
hospital in Rouen with deafness,
rejoining his Battalion in January 1915.
On 13 March 1915 he was killed in
action during operations in the field.
He is buried at Le Touret Military
Cemetery.

Source: Janice Binley

Sergeant Francis Omar Tilley
Leicestershire Regiment,
1st /2nd Battalion
Died of wounds on 14 December 1917
in France (age 25)
(Francis) Omar Tilley was born in 1894, the
second youngest of nine surviving children
of John James Tilley and his wife Clara.
In 1911, 17 year old Omar was employed as
a blast furnaceman. He probably joined the
Army before the war and went to France on
12 October 1914.
After being wounded at the Battle of
Festubert, he went on
to win the Military
Medal when the
Leicestershire and
Sussex battalions
captured German
trenches at Ribecourt
during the Cambrai
offensive in November
1917. This medal was awarded to soldiers
below commissioned rank for bravery in
battle on land. It was the equivalent of the
Military Cross awarded to officers.
Omar was mortally wounded when German
forces counter attacked in December 1917.
He died in Abbeville field hospital and was
mentioned in Despatches in the London
Gazette on 13 March 1918.
David Tilley lays flowers on his great uncle’s
grave at the British Commonwealth War Graves
cemetery extension in Abbeville
Sources: David Tilley; Alan Craxford, www.craxford-family.co.uk; http://cottinghamsoldiers.org.uk

Private Frederick Oliver Private John Wilden
Royal Warwickshire Regiment,
1st Battalion
Killed in Ypres, Belgium on
25 April 1915 (age 33)
Frederick Oliver was born in
Cottingham in 1882, one of six
children of Solomon Oliver and his
wife Sarah Elisabeth (nee
Beesworth). The family lived in Blind
Lane / Barrack Yard.
Having previously been a regular
soldier, Frederick re-enlisted in
January 1915.
He was killed during the Battle of
St Julien, part of the Second Battle
of Ypres and one of the first where
the German Army used poison gas.
He is commemorated at the Menin
Gate in Ypres, the most famous of
the four Belgian Flanders memorials
in the Ypres Salient to soldiers
whose graves are unknown. It bears
the names of more than 54,000
soldiers.

Suffolk Regiment, 12th Battalion
Died of wounds sustained on the
Somme (Battle of St Quentin) on
24 March 1918 (age 24)
John Wilden was one of eight
children born to Frederick and Sarah
Wilden in Clophill, Bedfordshire.
Sometime after 1911, John and his
elder brother George moved to
Wilbarston and, in Autumn 1914,
John married Alice Caroline
Aldwinkle of Cottingham.
John’s Army records have not
survived, but we know he originally
joined the Bedfordshires and then
transferred to the Suffolk Regiment.
John died from wounds sustained
on Palm Sunday, 24 March 1918,
on the last day of the Battle of St
Quentin.
He is one
of 688
soldiers
buried in
the Bac du
Sud cemetery in Bailleulval, which
had been constructed earlier that
month by Casualty Clearing Stations.
John is remembered on the
Cottingham War Memorial and also,
along with his brother George who
died of pneumonia in early 1919, on
the memorials at Wilbarston and
Clophill.

Source: Chris Blenkarn, http://cottinghamsoldiers.org.uk

