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Welcome to the 

Christmas edition 

of Cottingham and 

Middleton News for 

2025. 

We have a packed 

issue for your this month, with 

lots happening in the villages in 

the run up to Christmas. 

As ever at this time of year, I’d 

like to take this opportunity to 

thank all the co-ordinators and 

distributors who work so hard 

to deliver the newsletters to 

your door, and our Parish 

Councils for funding the 

printing. It’s a true team effort 

and I couldn’t do it without you! 

I’d also like to wish our readers 

all the very best for Christmas 

and the New Year. Let the 

festivities commence! 

Regards, 

Jane Smith, Editor 

3 Corby Road, 07800 523077 

jane@cottinghamnews.co.uk 

Ganders Goat scoops top awards 

Congratulations to Ian and Lauren Horton of Ganders 

Goat for winning the ‘Gold Award for Sustainability’ at 

the recent Northants Food and Drink Awards. “This 

recognition means a great deal to us and highlights our 

ongoing commitment to environmentally conscious 

practices,” says Ian. Ganders Goat also recently made 

the finals in two categories of the national Good Small Business Awards. “We were 

shortlisted in the ‘Net Zero’ category and were delighted to secure the win in the ‘Retail 

Wholesale Champions’ category,” says Ian. “This award specifically acknowledges the 

significant impact we have made through our work in creating sustainable packaging 

solutions, which have since been adopted by other businesses.” 

Ganders will be goatcycling Christmas trees after the festive period 

again this year. There will be a small charge per tree that will go 

back into buying new trees to plant in the valley. You can book your 

tree collection online at gandersgoat.com from 1 December.  

Happy Retirement Bev! 

Bev Morris and her trusty sidekick Sid have decided it's finally time to step 

back from Sid's Fruit and Veg Delivery Van, "I'd like to say a huge thank 

you to the villages for supporting my fruit and veg empire over the past  

5 ½ years," says Bev. "I have enjoyed my time in the villages and have 

met some wonderful people, but it's now time for me to hang up my dungarees and say 

farewell to Cottingham and Middleton. I wish everyone all the best and I will miss our 

Thursday morning chats!" All the very best for your retirement Bev. We'll miss you. 

Christmas at the Royal George 

Our village pub is offering a special Christmas menu 

from Tuesdays to Saturdays from 2 to 23 December, 

with an Over 60s Christmas lunch available on 

Thursday 11 and 18 December. They’re also open Christmas 

Day for lunch and are inviting youngsters for Breakfast with 

Santa on Christmas Eve (10am). For full details, menus and 

prices, see theroyalgeorgecottingham.co.uk/dining or visit the 

pub’s Facebook page @cottinghamroyalgeorge. 

Alpaca auction 

In the run up to Christmas, we’ll 

be individually auctioning these 

five mini needle-felted 

sculptures of the Cottingham 

Alpacas, which have been 

hand made in the village from 

each of The Boy's own fleece. 

Money raised will go to the  

St Mary Magdalene Church 

new toilet project. The auctions 

will run from 2pm on 29 Nov to 

2pm on 6 Dec. Keep an eye on 

the village website and social 

media for the latest info.  

Valley Voice get ready for Christmas 
Our community choir, Valley Voice, now has nearly 

40 members filling Cottingham School hall with 

song on Tuesday evenings. 

You can catch the choir at Rothwell Christmas Gala 

on the evening of 5 December and at Great Easton 

Christmas Fayre on the morning of 6 December. 

They’ll also be out and about carol singing on 

Friday 19 December, visiting local venues and 

hostelries (details to be confirmed), and will be leading the carol singing at St Mary 

Magdalene Church at 4pm on Sunday 21 December.  

If you fancy joining in, the choir always welcomes new singers. There are no auditions and 

there’s no need to read music, if you enjoy singing with other people just come along and 

give it a go. Rehearsals are at 7:30 pm on Tuesday evenings during term time in 

Cottingham School hall. Contact valleyvoicechoir@gmail.com. 
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New coffee machine appeal 

The Village Store and Cafe has been at the heart of our community 

for more than 12 years and we’re grateful for all the support we 

receive from our lovely customers. But we have a dilemma − our 

coffee machine is on its last legs and, despite regular servicing and 

maintenance, is now beyond economic repair.  

A refurbished machine with accessories costs around £2,500, and we’re appealing to the 

kind folk of Cottingham and Middleton to ask if you’d be able to make a donation towards the 

cost? If you can help, cash donations can be made at the shop (please place in a sealed 

envelope marked ‘Donation Coffee’) or by bank transfer to Cottingham and Middleton 

Community Shop Ltd, sort code 08-92-99, account no 65463048, using reference ‘Coffee’. 

Any donations, no matter how small, will be greatly appreciated. 

Shop WhatsApp group 

We now have a dedicated WhatsApp group for the Village Store and Café, with 110 

members and counting! If you’d like to keep up to date with daily discounts and special 

offers from your community shop, you can join the group from within the Cottingham and 

Middleton WhatsApp community. Or, if you’re not already a member, contact Tracey on 

07456 888188.  

       Christmas goodies and raffle 

The shop now has a range of Christmas gifts and treats in 

stock, including festive Grandma Wilds products. 

We’re currently seeking prizes for our Christmas raffle, 

particularly food and drink gifts e.g. bottles of alcohol, 

confectionary and biscuit selection boxes. Donated prizes 

are needed by 27
 
November and can be left with shop staff. 

Raffle tickets will go on sale in 

the shop on 28
 
November, with 

winners announced on  

21 December. 

On behalf of the Committee, staff and volunteers, we wish all 

our customers a very Merry Christmas and we thank you in 

advance for your continued support and generosity.  

Cottingham 

Clerk: Rachel Faulkner 

07584 212067, 4 Corby Road, 
Cottingham LE16 8XH, email 
clerk@cottingham-pc.gov.uk 
 

Parish Councillors 

Andy Mackie (Chair) 

Charlotte Burnham 

Graham Tweed 

Jon Hinton 

Sue Morphy 

Terri McLean-Bowman 

Next meeting, Village Hall  

Wed 7 January, 7pm 

cottingham-pc.gov.uk  

Middleton 

Clerk: Justina Medwell 

01536 771232, 5 Main Street, 

Middleton, LE16 8YU, email 

clerk@middleton-northants-

pc.gov.uk  

Parish Councillors 

Sian Coughlan (Chair) 

Alan Cole (Vice Chair) 

Caroline Boucher 

Katy Bowyer 

Teresa Denton  

Next meeting, Village Hall  

Tue 13 January, 6.30pm 

www.middleton-northants-
pc.gov.uk 

Parish  

Councils  

Parish  

Councils  
From... 

Xmas and New Year  

25 & 26 Dec: CLOSED 

1 Jan: CLOSED 

All other days, open 

as normal 

Village Hall is on the up... 

It’s been a busy time for our Village Hall, with new branding, a fortnightly pop up bar and lots of other 

events taking place. The September wine tasting raised £632 for Village Hall funds and the October 

quiz night raised a further £600. Our second open mic night in October was also a great success.  

Refurbishment plans − we need your expertise  

The Village Hall now has detailed architects’ plans to share with potential builders, so costs can be obtained for planned 

refurbishments. These will include new toilets, a refreshed kitchen, improved access and other much needed improvements 

to bring the space up to modern standards. The Hall Trustees are looking for local experts including building contractors, 

project managers and builders who would be willing to give some of their time to share their professional insight and 

experience to help drive this project forward. Please get in touch if you can help. 

Paid job opportunity − Booking Clerk  

After four wonderful years, Leigh McGivern has decided to step down from her role as Booking Clerk for the Village Hall. 

The Hall Trustees are looking to recruit someone to this important position and continue Leigh’s great work. This paid role 

will be available to start at the end of November and Leigh has kindly offered to show the new team member the ropes to 

ensure a smooth handover. If you’re interested, contact Leigh Morrell on 07813 926408 or the email below,  

 Cottinghamandmiddletonvillagehall @cottmidvh cottmiddvh@outlook.com 
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2026 Church Services 

In the New Year, during the coldest 

months, Sunday services will again 

take place at the Village Hall rather 

than at St Mary Magdalene Church. 

This covers Holy Communion on  

18 Jan and 15 Feb; Hymns & Coffee 

on 1 Feb and 1 March, all starting at 

10.30am. There is no Hymns & 

Coffee service in January. 

Local Councillors 

Cottingham and Middleton are now 

in the Desborough Ward and we 

have three local councillors 

representing us, David Howes, 

Harry Howes and Bill McIlhenney 

(pictured left to right above). You 

can find their contact details on the 

village website and on the back 

page of this newsletter. 

David Sims, who 

represented us so well 

for a number of years 

before retiring from 

politics at the last 

elections, said: “Serving 

this community has been a huge 

honour. Please accept my heartfelt 

thanks and very best wishes for the 

festive season, and for the future.” 

R1 bus service 

Did you know that the R1 Oakham 

to Corby bus service provided by 

Blands now stops at Corby Train 

Station, as well as George Street in 

the Town Centre and outside The 

Cons Club? You can find the latest 

timetable at 

cottinghamnews.co.uk/bus. 

Overhanging gardens 

Can all residents please make sure 

their hedges and plants aren’t 

growing so far over the pavement 

that they are forcing people to walk 

into the road? At this time of year, 

with less daylight, this can be quite 

dangerous. Please do your bit to 

keep our villages, and the people 

within them, safe. 

Speeding concerns 

From Cottingham Parish Council (CPC) 

Between October 2024 and October 2025, more than 

400,000 vehicles were recorded entering or exiting 

Cottingham via Corby Road and Rockingham Road. Data 

from the speed signs shows 13% of incoming vehicles 

exceeded the 30mph limit with a worrying 25% of outbound traffic shown to be speeding, 

particularly during school and work commute hours when the roads are at their busiest. 

These figures highlight a persistent issue that affects the safety of our roads, especially 

for children, cyclists, and older residents. Despite clear signage and previous awareness 

efforts, many drivers continue to drive too fast. 

The Parish Council has conducted speed awareness days and is actively exploring 

further traffic calming measures. We are open to suggestions for ways to improve our 

village road safety for everyone. If you have any ideas for improvements, please let your 

Parish Councillor know. 

We all have a role to play, whether you're a resident or visitor, please slow down, respect 

the speed limits and help make our village safer. Let’s stay alert, and do better, together. 

Remembering Tom Russel 

Tom Russel sadly passed away on 22 October. Since moving to 

Cottingham in 2010, Tom has given an incredible amount of time 

and effort to our community. As a valued member of the Village 

Hall team, he was always hands on, helping maintain the building. 

This included a legendary painting session where he and another 

two helpers − with a combined age of 241 − painted the main hall! 

He was also a keyholder and established the Village Hall’s 

computerised accounting system. 

He joined Cottingham Parish Council in 2014 and quickly became one of its most active 

members. He served on the planning group, helped produce the asset register, joined 

the Speed Gun team and chaired the Roads and Safety group, personally walking the 

streets to spot repairs. He played a major role in the Neighbourhood Plan, leading the 

‘Houses and Environment’ section and was part of the finance committee, carefully 

auditing the accounts.  

Even as his mobility declined, Tom rarely missed a meeting and his dedication never 

wavered. Beyond council work, he remained involved with the British Standards 

Institution, sharing expertise from his earlier career at BSA Motorcycles. 

Tom was a hardworking and thoughtful member of our community and we will miss his 

humour, his steady presence and his commitment to village life. We are grateful for all he 

contributed and for the example he set. May he rest in peace. 

 

Villagers take on ‘You Bet!’ challenge 

Cottingham’s Mark Jefferson was one of 15 penny farthing 

riders featured on ITV’s ‘You Bet’ in September, taking on a 

challenge to complete a Peloton at London’s Olympic 

Velodrome in less than 3.5 minutes. The Peloton involves 

each rider in turn overtaking the rest of the bikes until they’re 

back in the order they started. That’s quite something when 

penny farthings don’t have any brakes, and they completed 

the challenge with just two seconds to go!  

And around this time last year, Ian and Lauren Horton from 

Ganders Goat were completing their own You Bet! challenge, 

where they successful identified five of their herd of more 

than 50 goats from body parts alone! 

Mark, Lauren and Ian are pictured right with You Bet! 

presenter Stephen Mulhern. Well done all! 
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    What’s On 

Newsletter written and produced by Jane Smith, 3 Corby Road, 07800 523077.  

Issue number 102, published 20 November 2025. Front page picture: Village in snow 

For latest events, see  
cottinghamnews.co.uk  

Useful Contacts 
 
Northants Police 101 

www.northants.police.uk 

PCSO 7074, Ali Wallace 

NeighbourhoodTeamCorby 
Town@northants.police.uk  
 
Corby Urgent Care Centre 

01536 202121 
cucc@onemedicalgroup.co.uk  
 

Safer Corby Team, for reporting 
anti-social behaviour 

01536 464603, safercorby.cbc 
@northnorthants.gov.uk 
 
Safer Corby Partnerships Officer  
Suzanne Preston, 463177, suzanne. 
preston@northnorthants.gov.uk 

North Northants Council 

Street lighting, environmental  
issues, highways etc 

0300 126 3000, customerfirst.cbc 
@northnorthants.gov.uk 

Corby Neighbourhood Wardens  
karen.millsop@northnorthants.gov.uk 
brian.houston@northnorthants.gov.uk 

  
Local Councillors (Desborough Ward) 

David Howes, 07968 348369  

Harry Howes, 07597 044115  

Bill McIlhenney, 07359 634662  

Email: firstname.surname 
@northnorthants.gov.uk 

Village Store and Café, 770097 
cottinghamshop@gmail.com 
cottinghamshop.wordpress.com 

Village Hall, Facebook:  
cottinghamandmiddletonvillagehall 
Email: cottmidvh@outlook.com  
 

St Mary Magdalene Church 
Rev Amanda Oliver, 
rev.ajoliver@gmail.com 

 Clubs and Groups  

 Rockingham Forest Wheelers 
 Norman Needham, 771356 
 
 Royal George Golf Society 
 Norman Golding, 07768 536344  
 
 East Carlton Cricket Club 
 Marion Goodman, 07901 941224   
 
 East Carlton Walking Group 
 Pam Grayson, 772565 
 
 Valley Voice Community Choir 
 Pete Smith, 07971 989081 
 valleyvoicechoir@gmail.com  

Christmas Church Services  

24 Dec, 11.45pm, Weston by Welland 

Midnight Mass 

25 Dec, 10am, Ashley Church 

Christmas Day Communion Service 

Join Joseph and Mary on their journey to the 

stable. The route is currently being finalised, but 

we’ll walk through the village streets, finishing at 

the church where there’ll be a collection for Corby 

Food Bank. Please wrap up warm and bring your 

lanterns and singing voices. All children are 

welcome to dress up and play angels and 

shepherds. If you have any queries, please 

contact Angela on 07594 682671 or email 

cottinghamchurch@gmail.com. 

Sat 13 & Sun 14 Dec 

Ghost Stories for Christmas 
St Mary Magdalene Church 

Three new spooky stories, written by Pete 

Bowman and narrated by George West-Robinson. 

Starting at 5.30pm on Saturday and 4.30pm on 

Sunday. There are still a few tickets available,  

£10 each from Angela on 07594 682671 or email 

cottinghamchurch@gmail.com. Profits will go to 

St Mary Magdalene Church and Cottingham 

Friends of Green Spaces (FroGS). 

Save the date! 

Saturday 11 July 

Village Summer Fete 

Fri 28 Nov, 7pm 

Wreath making evening 

Cotingham School Hall 

Taking place at Cottingham 

School on Berryfield Road. The 

cost is £30 each including all materials. Contact 

Tanya on 07854 800184 to book your place. 

Thur 27 Nov, 6.30pm 

Stay Alert, Stay Secure 

Northants Police, Village Hall 

Free session on cyber crime, fraud and home 

security, There’s tea and coffee at 6.30pm 

followed by a talk from Northants Police from  

7−8.30pm. Contact clerk@cottingham-pc.gov.uk. 

There’s an open mic taking  

place every second Sunday  

at the Royal George. The next 

one is on 14 December, 5−8pm. 

All welcome. Full PA provided. 

TAMASHI ASIAN SOUL 
FOOD TRUCK 

Rockingham Forest Wheelers 

Village Christmas Windows 

The Cottingham and 

Middleton Christmas Window 

Trail is new for 2025! If you’d 

like to decorate a window and 

take part in the trail, please 

register at the Village Store by 

23 November.  

The trail will then launch at the shop from 4−5pm 

on 30 November, with trail maps then available 

throughout December for £3 each. All proceeds 

will go to the shop. You can enjoy the trail right  

up to Christmas Day. Each map includes a voting 

form and the three windows receiving the most 

votes will win a prize. For more info, contact 

clerk@cottingham-pc.gov.uk. 

WEDNESDAY 

10 
DECEMBER 

5.30−9 PM 

4pm 
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