
Lieutenant Colonel George Eustace Ripley  

Northamptonshire Regiment, 6th Battalion 

Died on 16 October 1916 of wounds 

sustained in Thiepval, France (age 52) 

George Ripley moved with his wife to 
Bury House in 1902. 

He was a professional soldier and, 
although he had reluctantly retired just 
a few months previously, at the 
outbreak of the First World War (aged 
50), he applied to be reinstated and 
was given command of the 
Northamptonshire Regimentôs newly 
created 6th Battalion in October 1914. 

While leading the battalion in the 
assault on Thiepval on 26 September 
1916, a German shell exploded next to 
him, shattering his right arm which had 
to amputated at a base hospital. His 
wife Violet went out to France to bring 
her husband back to England but, 
tragically, tetanus set in and he died of 
heart failure in London just three 
weeks later. 

He is buried in Cottingham churchyard 
and there is also a window in his 
memory in St Sepulchreôs Church, 
Northampton.  

Twice mentioned in despatches, the 
many testimonials made by officers 
and men of the 6th Battalion showed 
that he was held in great esteem and 
affection. 

Mrs Ripley outlived her children,    
dying in 1973 at the age of 96. 

{ƻǳǊŎŜǎΥ ǿǿǿΦŎƻǩƴƎƘŀƳǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΦƻǊƎΦǳƪΤ DŜƻǊƎŜ .ǳǊǊ 

Lt Col Ripleyôs grandson, 
George Burr, whose late mother 
was born at Bury House on 29 
September 1911, tells us: 

ñWhen my grandmother died, I 
visited my grandfatherôs grave as  
I had always been charged by her 
to scatter her ashes on his grave. 
It took me ages to find it on a 
desperately wet day blowing a 
gale. Being a trifle upset, and not 
thinking too brightly, I tried 
scattering her ashes into the gale-
a considerable amount went onto 
and into me but she probably 
wouldnôt have been unhappy at 
that!" 



Private Samuel Booth     Gunner William Chambers  

Northamptonshire Regiment,            

7th Battalion 

Killed in action, France            

on 11October 1918 (age 21) 

Royal Horse Artillery / Royal 

Field Artillery 

Died of wounds sustained in  

Ypres on 12 July 1917 (age 30) 

Samuel William Booth was born in 
Middleton in 1897, the only son of 
Thomas Edward Booth and his wife 
Priscilla, nee Beadsworth 
(Beesworth).  

Having fought on the Western Front 
for three long years, he died in the 
2nd Battle of Cambrai aged 21, less 
than five weeks before the war 
ended.  

{ƻǳǊŎŜǎΥ ǿǿǿΦŎƻǩƴƎƘŀƳǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΦƻǊƎΦǳƪΤ 
!ƴƴƛŜ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ 

By April 1911, (Thomas) William 
Chambers had enlisted in the Royal 
Field Artillery as a gunner and, in 
autumn 1914, married his bride 
Nellie Tozeland.  

In 1917, his Brigade moved to 
Ouderdom camp, south east of the 
town of Poperinge in West Flanders, 
Belgium. Poperinge, commonly 
referred to as óPopsô by British 
soldiers was the centre of a large 
concentration of troops and, 
because of its military importance 
close to the front line, the town was 
frequently targeted by long range 
German artillery.  

William died from wounds on         
12 July, between the end of the 
Battle of Messines and the start of 
the Third Battle of Ypres.  

The brigade war diary gives no 
clues as to when or in what action 
he was injured.  

He is buried at Dickebusch New 
Military Cemetery and it seems likely 
he died in the trenches at 
Poperinge, as the cemetery was 
commonly used by ambulance units 
on the front line.  

Sergeant William Coles  

Northamptonshire Regiment,      

1st Battalion 

Killed in action on the Western 

Front on 15 May 1916 (age 35) 

William Coles was born in 1881 and 
lived with his parents on Corby 
Road, Cottingham for much of his 
childhood.  

William first joined the army in 
November 1899, following in both 
his great grandfathersô footsteps. He 
was killed on the front line south of 
Loos, where troops had largely been 
engaged in mining and bombing 
encounters, and raids across No 
Manôs Land.  



Private William Claypole  

Northamptonshire Regiment,      

6th Battalion 

Died of wounds, Ypres, Belgium  

on 15 November 1917 (age 29) 

William Claypole was born in 1888, the 
third son of John Claypole and his wife 
Mary Ann (nee Tansley) who lived in 
Blind Lane, close to Pinfold Bank. 

William, who was a carrier, left for 
France in January 1916. where his 
battalion was involved in three of the 
encounters during the Battle of the 
Somme.  

While attacking a series of trenches and 
a sunken road known as 'Boom Ravine' 
near the village of Miraumont, William 
was injured and his name was listed in 
the Roll of Honour printed in The Times 
on 21 March 1917. Having returned to 
active duty, his battalion was later 
transferred to Ypres, Belgium where he 
was mortally wounded in battle.  

William was posthumously awarded two 
medals (the British War medal and the 
Victory medal). His wife Mary also 
received a bronze Next of Kin War 
Memorial plaque inscribed with his 
name, along with a note from King 
George V. 

{ƻǳǊŎŜǎΥ !ƭŀƴ /ǊŀȄŦƻǊŘΣ ǿǿǿΦŎǊŀȄŦƻǊŘ-ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦŎƻΦǳƪΤ  
ǿǿǿΦŎƻǩƴƎƘŀƳǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΦƻǊƎΦǳƪΤ WŀƴƛŎŜ .ƛƴƭŜȅ 
 



Private George Crane     Private Ernest Crane  

TWO SONS LOST. 

Cottingham Family's Great Sacrifice  

Mr William Crane, of Cottingham, has received official news that his 
son, Private Ernest Crane has been killed in action. He was 19 years 
of age and prior to enlisting in August of last year was employed by 
Mr C Berry of Middleton. Another son, Private George Crane, 
Leicester Regiment and later attached to the Kingôs Own Liverpool 
Regiment, who joined up early in the War, was reported wounded 
and missing on July 30th 1916, and has not been heard of since. He 
was previously a footman in Leicester.  

Leicestershire Regiment,         

9th Battalion 

Killed in action, the Somme, 

France on 30 July 1916 (age 20) 

Northamptonshire Regiment, 

2nd Battalion 

Killed in action, the Somme, 

France on 4 March 1917 (age 19) 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ WŀƴƛŎŜ .ƛƴƭŜȅ  


